





PREFACE.

s

IT may be proper to acquaint the reader,
that the following work is defigned as a Se-
quel to the ComMPLAINTS OF THE POOR
PeorrLE oF Encranp. In thofe eflays the
author, defignedly, left two cafes of diftrels
unnoticed, which were entitled to particular
attention. Thefe will be found in chapters
fecond and third of the fecond part of this
Diflertation. Little more was intended, on
~ the prefent occafion, than to ftate thofe
cafes; though, almoft imperceptibly, the plan
- has been confiderably enlarged. Notwith- -
ftanding, therefore, in the title page this
work profefles to be a Differtation, the fe-
cond part will be found to exhibit few cha-
raters of that fpecies of writing. It; how-
ever, unfolds the fecret wifhes of the author ;
‘it exhibits an accurate reprefentation of*
what he intended ; and may be ufed by the
benevolent reader as a rerum triftium Gom-
~ mentariolum, A little Regifier Book ot
~ diftreffes. : '
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A DISSERTATION, &ec.

PUATR AT,

CHAP. I.
BENEVOLENCE 1S INDEPENDENT IN ITS CHARACTER,

GOODNESS is defined by Johnfon, to be,
defirable qualities either moral or phyfical. In
this Differtation it ftands for kindnefs, a gentle and
humane propenfity, that inclines to {ympathy,
and moves thofe who poflefs it to be interefted
in the happinefs of others. A good man is the
well-wifher, and, to the utmoft of his power, the
benefaétor of his fpecies: one, to whom the un-
fortunate may look with confidence, and call their
friend.—To avoid, therefore, too frequent a ufe
.of the fame word, goodnefs and benevolence will
be made to exprefs the fame difpofition.

Man is not only an imperfe& being, morally
confidered, but frail, confidered phyfically. The
imbecility of his nature compels him to leok be-

yond himf{elf for proteétion; his focial propenfities
: A require
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tequire a jun€tion of hearts in his gratifications
and enjoyments. Hence connettions are formed
between man and man, and friendthips cemented
between perfons of fimilar purfuits and inclina-
tions.

Age is moft pleafed, when in {weet converfe join’d
With hoary age, fo youth delights in youth,

And female foftnefs harmonizes beft

With kindred tendernefs, th’ infirm, th’ oppreft
Bear to th’ oppreft, th’ infirm, a {ympathy of woe.*

«Such a conjunétion of minds and of interefts
may be confidered as alliances, formed to refift a
common enemy, and to obtain reciprocal atten-
tions.  This weaknefs has been felt fo powerfully,
and the fears conneéted with it are fo forcible, that
men, not content with calling to their affiftance
beings like themfelves, advanced a ftep higher to
afk fupport. Hence the idea of guardian angels
among Jews and Gentiles; hence the cuftom
among Catholicks of intreating the regards of
departed {pirits, and of martyrs; of faints, and of
confeflors: thefe ftill retaining, as was {uppofed,
the {ympathies of humanity, though now beyond

* Tspuy vepovTt yawooay niisay exXely
Tlcug moudss X yusains Tgoo@opay yum®
o Nogwy T amg vogavTl, Xa1 duswgatia
Anpleigy sawdos ssi To THPOUEE.
 Platarchus Ex Comién quodam,
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ghe reach of its infirmities, were conceived capa-
ble of rendering important {ervices to man.

¢ Once like ourfelves they trembled, wept and pray’d.”#

Hence the cuftom of meeting around their fe-
pulchres, and even the relick of a faint was a
fhelter from the ftorm.

This was the fuperftition of dark ages. Benevo-
lence, fo far as human can operate, (and of divine
1 am not fpeaking) is the hope and guide of more
enlightencd periods. The theory of this amia-
‘ble quality may, perhaps, lead to the prattice.

BENEVOLENCE IS INDEPENDENT 1n its charac-
ter.—It being intended to confider this difpofition
as it refides in the human breaft, itis unneceflary
to obferve, that the term independent cannot
here be underftood in the fenfe applied to a fu-
preme Being, a firft caule; deferibed in the fchools,
as a neceffary, felf_exiftent, independent Being:
nor can it exprefs any fuperiority of mind, or fe-
paration of interefls, authorizing a Being to lay,
I can ftand alone—bound by no ties; expofedto
no wants; affefted by no calamities. The inde-
Pendence of a 'good man confifts in a fuperiority

" to every influence, but of moral perfuafion, and
| to every force, but of rational conviction, I

* Pa’pc’xiloiﬁz to Abelard,
¢ praceeds



(6 )

proceeds from a fenfe of dignity, and perfonal
reétitude: it is that decent pride, that charafterizes
gencrous minds; that high- fenfe of honour, that
will not f{uffer them to yield to profligacy, or to
ftoop to meannefs: it is a kind of majelty, effen-
tial to virtue; or more properly fpeaking, it is
the grace of ingenuoufnefs, and the freedom of
innocence, *

This virtuous independence crowns the happi-
nefs of private life; and happy are the govern-
ments, that give it public fecurity! In fieady

~and pure governments this becomes a principal
confideration of national regard. Their aim is
to produce publick happinefs, not to aggrandize
or enrich individuals ; to procure moral freedom
through the medium ot political juftice. - Offices
are appropriated to talents; and, if virtues are not
diftinguifhed by honours, they arc not, at leaft, ex-
pofed to penaltics. The cultivator of the land enjoys
the fruits without oppreflion; the legiflator, and the
magiftrate are indemnified, if not rewarded. No
one is tempted to exchange his principles for a
livelihood; and each confiders himfelf as an indi-
vidual of a family, in which no one is a flave.

* Yeavtoy QUARTTE TOIg TEOWUS z?\zu&gov.
Preferye your morals pure, then boaft of freedom.
- Apud Johannis Stobei Florileg,
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ing; petform fuch an adtion, though convinced of
its bafenefs.  An homeft mau, perhaps, would de-
nominate fuch douceurs, bribes ; and though, pof=
fibly, he would not call the receiver a villain, he
would fearcely confider him a good man.

The douceurs of government are not the only
obftruétions to independence.  Confiderations
arifing from rank, learning, religion, political
{entiment, and country, have their feparate weight
in different minds. = But the man, who, before he
performs a beneficent agtion, or exercifes the ten-
der affections, mufl be firft fatisfied on thefle
points,—Are you a nobleman, or a commoner; a
poor or a rich man ; a philofopher or a peafant; a
chriftian or an infidel; a black or a white man ?—
one, who mufl thus, asit were, run over the whole
catechifm of man, cannot be independent, in the
fenfe in which the philanthrophift is.—Homo
{fum,—I am a man—-he ftops there,

Even maral charatter is not, ablolutely, to
determine the operations of benevolence. There
arc fome who mnever forgive an indifcretion.
Men guilty of a fingle crime, however penitent,
are¢ to be abandoned to infamy. Cruel and
.unjult determination ! An attention to human
life will teach us, that true virtue is always accom-
panieq with merey; that men of the brighteft
talents, and of the moft blamelefs chara&ters, are

; genem]ly fufceptible of the fofteflt paffions. 'The
‘ ' J mof}
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ing and frightful colours did the pagans paint thie
conduét of the primitive chriftians I How grofsly
did the primitive chriftians reprefent each other!
And to fpeak the truth, how have the orthodox
and heretics united in calumniating the pagans !

The Pagans charged the primitive Chriftians
with fealting on infants; with dealing in magick ;
with paying divine honours to the head of an afs !
The orthodox brought the fame charges and worle
again(t hereticks. St. Epiphanius had an unbound-
ed averfion to heretics—What he fays of a cuftom
prevailing among the Gnofticks of beating in-
fants to pieces in a mortar ; and of eating them as
<« a perfett paffover’” exceeds the utmoft limits of
belief ; related, too, in conncétion with circum-
ftances too indelicate to be mentioned :  and
what the fame writer {ays of the offering, as of the
body of Chrift, after the moft lewd intercourfes¥,
furpafles for indelicacy all the ceremonies of the
Dionyfia and Aphrodyfia among the Greeks .
Epipbanius prefaces his hiftory with profeﬂiogs

* Karaomacavres yag supuoy kaipn, oww Jav uroxeonoaaty
AapBavovaty extewbey T8T0 To € PEQOGy EV ONUW T xom T8Iy UTECD
—euxovTan Aoizoy 1w Ocw—rs1o TEAEIOY TTaTXE nysvTat. Heress
lib. i. tom. i. p. 42. Ed;t. Bafil—Mera 7o piynan rrale: wop-

| IE@s TPATETITETOIS QVATEWOVTES £ Bpawou &IC. TOUTO £0TH TO
gwpa T8 xewors, 1bid,

+ Feftivals in honour of Bacchﬁs and Venus. ¢
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¢irculation of his affeétions. If a man of fortune
he will put no improper reftraints on his depend-
ents; if he poflels not fortune, he will ftudy
to maintain by induftry, what cannot always be
obtained by riches. e will be thankful for civi-
lities, but will depend on his own endeavours.
There is a faying, “ An idle man is the devil’s
play-fellow :*’ it is at leaft as true, that he is the
world’s tool. »

Goodnefs to be confiftent muft be thus
complete. . It muft have arms, as well as coun-
tenance, or it will appear maimed and defeélive,
like the paintings and fculptures of antiquity ; or
like a galley-flave, who, though he gives motion
to the veflel, moves himfelf to the direttions of a
mafter,

CHAP. . 11
BENEVOLENCE 1S FREE IN ITS DESIGN.

WE now begin to contemplate the amiable
nature of this difpofition. Many attions, how-
ever fplendid in appearance, and beneficial in
their effeéts, poflefs no dignity in pranciple,
and difplay no grace in execution. A man
pollefled of a malevelent heart can never perform

B 2 : 2
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it.  B#old the fun! The luftre which it fpreads,

and the beauties, which it enables you to difco-
ver, kindle yoﬁr admiration.  The . Indian
views it with repture. He feels gratitude for its
bounty. He addreffes the God of fire with
hymns of praifc and fongs of triumph. But in
vain fhould he attempt to make that fun thare his
gratifications. The orb of day is uninfluenced
by his expreffions of adoration. It heeds no
proftrations : it feels no emotions : but that orb
adminifters to the comfort of the devotee, and
conveys animation and chearfulnéfs to millions.
The firu&ture and beauty of the heavens mani-
fclt fuch defign, and wifdom, that fome of the
ancient philofophers fuppofé,d man born only to
view and admire them. = The bounty difplayed in
this earth equals the graﬁdeur confpicuous in the
heavens. There is no region, in which the volume
of inflru&@ion is not unfolded. In every climate
is found proper food for the fupport of the inhabi-
tants, and proper medicines for the removal of their
difeafes.  And fhould every age even change its
food, and its difeales, there would ftill be found
in the world fupplies fufficient for the in-
habitant! So bountiful and provident is nature* !

* Sec Berham’s Demonfiration of the Being and Attributes
of God : and Hunter’s Hiflorical Fournal of the Tranfaétions
at Port Fackfon, Chap. 111,

The
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The diftribution of oceans,; feas, and rivers; the
variety of fields, meadows, and groves ; the lux-
uriance of fruits, herbs and flowers; the rcturn
of {fpring, fummer, autumn, and winter, not only
regular in their approaches, but bringing with
‘them prefents, to make their return defirablc;
the pleafing and refrefhing vicifficudes of day and
night, all have a voice, which by telling man,
he is conftantly receiving favours, reminds him,
he fhould be ready to beftow them.

Obferve, alfo, the animal and brute creation.
Their propenfitics and a&ions increale the ftock
of felicity ; they beget an heiplefs progeny : they
fofter them in their infant flate: they train
them for public life : they prepare them for en-
joyment. In numerous inftances, one fpecies of
animals influences the happinels of others: they
furnifh man with the means of enjoyment :  whe-
ther, too, their attions have not a wider fcope,
and a nobler tendency, than is generally believed,
has been madea matter of difpute. It is allerted
by fome, that even animal life affords a prodf of
the future exiftence and immortality of brutes :
OfF the truth of the fentiment I fay nothing.

With refpe@ to man, that happpincefs is his gl-
timate geod, the centre to which his warmeft
swifhes move, is the univerfal opinion of manisind.
He may, indeed, fail in the purfuit; for he may
miftake its nature, or the proper means of aptain-

‘

23 ng



7187

ingit. Happinefs, like truth,liesin a firaight line,
To follow nature, is to keep that line, Why,
then, does not man obtain happinefs? The courfe
of nature is uniform; but man deviates, and is
loft; and it may often be faid,

He that once hath miffen the right way,
The farther he doth go, the farther he doth ftray.
Spencer’s. Fairy Queen.

The reader will pleafe to confider this Differta-
tion as a ftatement of faéts, unconneéted with the
fcience of cafuiftry.  The man who invefti-
gates principles I revere. I leave this, at pre-
fent, in the hands of the philofopher.  The
exiftence of natural or moral difficulties, weakens
not the general argument in favour of benevo-
lence: Man deviates from happinefs, frequently,
too, in cates unconnefted with his own conduét:
—the day of human life is fhort:—nor is it all
funfhine :—our very morning may rife in florm,
or we may be arrefted in our courfe before noon :
—we, at length, lie down in fighs, and expire,
perhaps, with a groan. Admitting all this, itis
fufficient to fay, that beings poffeffed of life have
a cdpacity for enjoying, and for communicating
happinefs. The interruptions to animal and ra-
tional enjoyment may be neceflary to the intro-
duétion of a more extenfive plan of felicity; but

prove
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prove nothing againft the genuine appearances and
operations of nature. If to admit as a dedu&ion
of reafon, or as a doéirine of revelation, a fu-
ture ftate of perfeé&t happinefs, be allowed to widen
the profpeét of individual comfort, it ought, in
proportion, to. afford more powerful motives to
individual goodnefs.

No fyftem of theological opinions is, exclufively,
effential to form the benevolent charaéter. Infi-
dels and profefled Chriftians may be full of malevo-
lence; Infidels or Chriftians may poffefs the milk of
philamhropy‘. The focial affettions are dictated
by nature, and confirmed by habit; and dwell in

 the heart of that man, who is leaft corrupted by
bafe paffions, whatever his religion be.

The Goop Man from the appearances of
nature derives tender affe@ions, generous prin-
ciples, and humane conduét. From the glowing
and variegated fcenes around him he derives fome-
thing which warms his heart, and throws a fmile
over his countenance. The imbecility of the
beings, to whom by his very nature he is rela-
ted, does but ftrengthen his heart, and when he

“ takes a gloomy view of things, the exertions of
benevolence raife his fpirit. The good man thus
acquires univerfal tendernefs. :

Art thou dc_]e&ed ? Is thy mind o’ercaft ? N

Chain down fome Paffion ; do fome generous Good.

Teach Ignorance to fee, or Grief to fmile =

Correét thy Friend ; befriend thy greateft Foe.
Youne’s Nieur THouvcars,Virgus’s Aporocy.

c The
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The merciful man, fays Solomon, is merciful
to his beaft; and the common faymg, that a good
man would not hurt a worm is fall of ﬁgmﬁ-
cance: Go! faid Uncle Toby*, opening the win-
dow, and giving liberty to an imprifoned fly, the
world is wide enough for thee and for me.—The
old Pythagoreans, as well ag many ancient and mo-
dern feéts, believed in the tran{fmigration of fouls;
that is, that the foul, being a diftin& fubftance
from matter, paffed through different ftages: of
exiftence, and, at death, migrated from one body
to another. The fyftem may be thought chimeri-
cal; but its tendency is benevolent.  The reader
will recollett fome remarks on this {ubjeét in the
SrectaTor T. The Pythagoreanswere peculiarly
tender of the brute creation, and even abftained
from animal food.

But leaving thefe conﬁderauons and reverting
to the fentiments delivered above, we urge, that
rational beings ought to confult, at lecaft, the hap-~
pinefs of all beings of the fame order. Man is
placed at the extremity of two lines in oppofite
diretions: poffefled of intelle&, and fufceptible
of affettion, he is capable of the moft exqui- .
fite pleafure:—expofed to ficknefs, difappoint-
ment, and other calamities, incident to hu-
magity, he is liable to be plunged into all the

* See Sterne’s Triftam Shandy. + No. 343- .
: ; . refinements
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the good opinion of mankind is natural to fuch as
deferve it ; and thofe who oppofe it, refift an ene-
my, that they cannot deftroy. It is ¢ the thorn
in the flefh; the meflenger of Satan fent to buffet
them.”” That great man, Benjamin Franklin of
America, begins the account of his own life with
a vindication of vanity.—Let moralifts decide on
this fubjeét as they pleafe.—The man, who looks
to the praife or good opinion of mankind, as the
only reward of attive virtue, is the objett rather
of pity than of contempt ; and fhould he ¢ count
his vanity among the other fweets of life,’* he
will find it like thofe other fweets mixt with bit-
ters.

When a man has once gratified his feelings, by
difcharging his duty, he fhould not go much fur-
ther for his reward. Does he expeé& the admi-
ration of the world, or too many expreffions of
gratitude from individuals? He may, perhaps,

- meet with difappointment. The world is in pur-
fuit of too many objeéts for long continued admi-
ration; and the a&tion that becomes the candidate
for praife may itfelf be over-rated.” Sometimes it
happens, too, that the more exeellent any aftion is,
the more expofed it lies to envy; and where aman
expeéted commendation, he only receives cen-
fure. Dr. Price bas obferved, that the beft
aftiong of his life were thofe, for which he e~
ceived nothing, but reproach.

This
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This is a mortifying confideration. When a
man neglefts his own intereft, to confult that of
others, he has at leaft a title to an unblemifhed cha-
raéter. When he finds he is miftaken even there,
the patriot and the philanthropift way incline to
relax in their exertions; and the energies of
humanity may yicld to the torpors of felfithnefs.

But the patriot and the philanthropift muft be
willing to be moral martyrs ; muft perfevere amidft
reproach, and be deaf to the voice of malevolence.

They muft, at the fame time, be {uperior to
a degenerate foftnefs, which would render them
dupes to the artful, and a fupplencfs of charaéter
which would but qualify them to be the tools of
the felfith. A difpofition to encourage indolence,
and to fupport vice, is benevolence in no other
fenfe, than a diffipated is a generous man. True
benevolence is but juftice exhibited in its moft a-
miable form, and direéting its energies to alleviate
the diftrefles incident to humanity, and to remedy
the evils forced on the world by a vicious ftate of
{ociety.,

¢ PART.
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CHAP. T

MISCELLANEQUS CASES

OF UNEDUCATED YOUTH; OF POOR AND SICK PERSONS.

SEVERAL defeéts in our charity-{chools, work-
houfes, and public hofpxtals were pointed out inthe
Comrprarnts of the poor Prorre of Excranp.
Querulous language, therefore, may be fpared in
this divifion of the work, though it muft be re-
fumed before the conclufion. Thefe Mifcellane-
ous Cafes are meant to fupply thc unavoidable
omiflions in a former publication, and to furnith
hints to the benevolent.

An ancient writer, no jacobin, butan orthodox
Father of the church,calls ¢theinftruétion of youth
the renovation of the world *.”’ The queftion
concerning a plan for national education, which I
touche_éi on elfewhere, it is not intended to refume

* Puertlem wnflicutionem mundi rengvationens
here,
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 catechifms, or religious books; leaving this to
the difcretion of the children’s parents, or friends,
and to the exercife of their reafon, when at
years of difcretion.

o 1I.

Trat he may be of what religious denomina-

tion he pleafes himfelf, and is refponfible to no
‘one conneéted with the fchool for any religious
opinions. :

ELE:

Tuar he teach the children reading, writing,
and arithmetick ; and that he employ every fcho-
lar fome part of the day in {pinning, if the {chool
be in the country, or fome other manual employ-
ment, if in the town, according to the direction of
the ftewards : the profits refulting from fuch em-
ployment to be remitted to the treafurer, for the
ufe of the charity.—The accuftomed hours of
recreation {o neceffary for children, not to be
interrupted by thefeAregulations.

- 1T was here intended to lay before the reader

a fimilar plan ofa FreE Scroor for poor gitls,
to be fupported by the younger daughters of the
rich. The fcheme might, without difficulty, be
extended to females, with fuch differences, as muft
: 2D o inc-
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neceffarily attach to female inftitutions. This
fubjegt, therefore, fhall be left for the: confidera-
tion of women, which may be affifted by ¢ The Ad-
drefs of the Ladies at Walworth, who have formed
themfelues into a fociety for the education of poor fe-
male children,” printed in the Appendix* of THE
 ComrrAiNTSoF THE Poor;“and alfo by The Rules
for the General G overnment of the female charity fchool
in Shakefpear’s Walk,” inftituted in 1792.—Some
ufeful hints may be colletted from all thofe plans,

though in the fcheme propofed above many of
their rules, it is clear, could not be adopted. Fe-~
males themfelves would be the beft judges of the
means to realize fome fuch inftitution, as that now
recommended to their confideration.—The reader
is defired to take notice, that to Tae Account of
Cuarrty Scnoors in GReAT Britain and
IrErAND,printed 1713, is fubjoined a Prorosar
for adding fome Work to the children’s learn-
ing. :
The Plan propofed above, fuggefted itfclf to me

in confequence of various {chemes of private in-

ftitutions communicated to me from different

quarters, and of a furvey of thofe chamy fchools,

which are deemed publick. Such of thelr rules as

# Table IT. p. sc0 2d Edition. - :

R IR S c
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fell in with this defign are prcfervea.—The plan
may, perhaps, never be realized : it may, however
furnifhhints, that may be improved on to ad-
vantage.

The benefits of fome fuch infitution would be
many, not only to the poor children, but to the
fubfcribers. Early habits of giving, among the
children of the rich, might render the heart the
{eat of benevolent and generous defigns ; and early
habits of induftry would prove bgneficial to the
children of the poor. The contemptuous beha-
viour of the former towards the latter might be
provided againft; and the youthful mind pre-
ferved free from fervility and prejudice.-~—On
the fide of the poor, obligation might rivet at-
tachment ; on that of the rich, patronage might
take the name, and the nature of friendfhip ; and
mutual attention grow up into habits of efteem,
which might prove fome of the fweeteft folaces
of life. ; ;

But of all plans of Free Scuoots, that would
be the beft, in my opinion, that fhould arife out
of the earnings of poor children, who, therefore,
fhould not be fent till they are about nine years of
age: A Scheme is given in THe CoMPLAINTS 6

s Appeﬁdix Table 11, p“age; 1105 . o
. ek L : : e
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or tne Poor of a chanty {chool, at Bury,
in Suffolk, for Znflructing Sixty poor boys, to be
cloathed from the profits of their refpetliveearnings.”’
Before the war there was a charity {chool at: Ply~
mouth, fupported, if I miftake not, entircly from
the earnings of the children._It may be proper
to infift again on the neceflity of {o regulating fuch
inftitutions, as not to interrupt the play-hours.
2. With refpe&to Work-neusss, where the *
whole fyftem is wrong, we fhall be fparing of
commendatlo# —Sparing of commendation! many
readers will fay, There fhould be no commenda-
tion at all. ~ The remarks of Thomas Paine, and
of ]6@1 Barlow on this {ubjett are unanfwer-
able; and fome fatts contained in the Cowm-
PLAINTS OF THE PooRr are not,’undeferv"ing S
tention. Private benevolence and an enormous
poor-rate can never retify a {yftem, fundamen—
tally wrong.  After a long life of painful induf-
try, ufefulto the publick, and after large contribu~
tions, faved from the pittance of the mechanick,
old age is thrown 1nto the corner ofa workhoufe,
like old-fathioned rotten furniture, and we call it
charity!—Who can wonder, that the honeft pride
- of the once induftrious, but, at length, difabled
poor, frequently revolts at fuch charity 2
We dethrone juftice, and exalt, a puny baftard.
charity. In prefemmg, therefore the reader with
rules.
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Particular mention has been here made of this
houfe, in order to direét the reader’s attention to
confider the benefits conneéted with printed rules.
By this provifion the poor out of the houfe, as well
as in, become acquainted with the full extent of
the inftitution, and little is left to difcretionary
power.

3. A word or two fhall beadded on PUBLICK
SHI@SPITALS:
It may be laid down as a fafe pofition, that
" in proportion as a country abounds in poor, the
ftate of fociety is bad. ~ If this be admitied, the
numerous meetings of men of fortune for charit=
able contribations, and the various monuments
erefted by private benevolence, for the relief of
the poor, are rather temporary benefits, than eflen-
tial and permanent bleflings. In the prefent bad
ftate of fociety, however, benevolentcontributions
fhould be encouraged, as the only hope lefi to the
unfortunate. But were laws framed with more
wifdom; were thofe prejudices, that hold men in
bondégc,i.ov'ercqme; were the enormous expences
of government laid afide; were property lefs un-
equal, and induftry better rewarded; fuch charit-
able contributions, and fuch fplendid monuments,
would be rendered ~unneceflary. Thére would
S.be: 1cf§ occaﬁon to creét fo many temples to
CraRrY 1y, if we erc&ed more (o JUSTICE. To
vt eas e _remove
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A true Reporr of the great number of poor Children,
and other poor People, maintained in the feveral Hos=
r1TaLS, under the pious Care of the Right Hon, the
Lord:Mayor, Commonalty, and Citizens of Lonbpon,
the Year laft paft. :

CHRIST’s HOSPIT AL,

Children put forth Apprentices, and difcharged from:
Chrift’s Hofpital, the year laft paff, 177, twelve whereof
being infirulted in the Mathematicks and Navigation, were
placed forth Apprentices to Commanders of Ships, out of
the Mathematical School, founded by his late Majefty King

€harles the Second of bleffed Memory. - - 177
Children buried the year laft paft - e ik )
Children now under the Care and Charge of the Hof-

pital, in London and at Hertford - - T075)Y

To be admitted on Prefentations granted to this time 181 258

The names of all which, as alfo when and whence they wexe ad.
mitted, will appear in the faid Hofpital’s Books.

The Governors have lately (added to their Repmrs at Hertford,
an Increafe of the Allowance to their Nurfes and Expence of
maintaining their Children there, to the amount of 4c0l. a year)
ata large expence, built a: School and fix Houfes for the accommo-
dation of the Girls belonging to the faid Hofpital, who, with their
Miftrefles, are removed there from Town, where an additional
' Ward is thereby opened for the reception of an additional number
of Seventy Boys in Town. And the Hofpital's revenue, without
eafual Benefallions, being infufficient to defray the charge of main~
taining fo great a number of Children, itis thercfore to be hoped
and wifhed for, that in regard toa w ork fo charitable, ufeful, and
eommendable (bemg for the Relicf of: necef{ltous Orphans and In-
imts, the Advancement of L hnfh n Rehglon, and the good
of
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of the kingdom) all charitable and worthy good Chriftians wilk
readily and liberally contribute to the fupport and encouragement
thereof.

'St. BARTHOLOMEW’s HOSPITAL.

There have been admitted, cured, and difcharged from
~ghis Hofpital, during the laft year, of poor, wounded,
maimed and difeafed perfons 4285 In-Patients, and 5784
Out-Patients, many of whom have been relieved with Mo~
ney, Clothes, and other neceffaries, to ‘enable them to re-

turn to their feveral habitations - 10069
Buried this year, after much charge in theirillnefs 315
“Remaining under Cure, In-Patients - - 449

: Out-Patients - el

So that there have been during the laft year, and now
are, under the care of this Hofpital of poor, fick, and lame
perfons, deftitute of all other relief, in the whole 11177

This being the moft ancient Hofpital in the City and Suburbs
i of London, and having efcaped the great fire in the year 1666, the
- buildings by length of time became fo very ruinous, that in the
year 1729 there was a neceffity that great part thereof fhould be
taken down; and a fubfcription was then entered into by many of
~ the wortliy governors, and other charitable perfons, for defraying
~ the exjences of rebuilding the Hofpital; which hath been pro-
grefiively. crected and finithed, without any diminution of the

; 'numbe_r of patients on account of fuch building.

As the cheirme‘a‘nd expence of this Hofpital much exceeds the
| eertain revenucs thereof, and there not being a fund fufficient to
| admit and fipport the many poor, wounded, maimed, and fick
 objects, who daily apply for relief, the affiftance of all perfons is
,."-humbiy de'ﬁxed to enable the Governors not only to fupport the
prefcnt Cha but the enlz\rwement thcreof.

ST,
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Sv. THOMAS's HOSPITAL.

There have been cured and difcharged from St. Thomas’s
Hofpital in Southwarlk, the laft year, of wounded, maimed,
fick, and difeafed perfons, 2758 In-Patients, and 5122 Out-
Patients, many of whom:have been relieved with money and
necefarics at their departure, to accommodate and fupport
them in their journics. to their feveral countries and habita-

tions - - - - 7880

Buried from thence laft year, after much charge in their
ficknefs - = = 5 Z54
Remaining under Cure, In-Patients S 392
Out-Patients - 200

So that there are and have been, during the laft year, of
poor miferable  Objedts under the Cure of the {aid Hofpital,
and deftitute of olhel propeyv care, in all < L a6

“The number of per(ons conﬁantly rehevcd in this Hofpxtal bemg
{o large, as from the above and other annual : accounts appears,
the expences alfo, in_ all the followmcr articles, being greatly in-
creafed ; for inflance, in food and phylfic;—for neceffary repairs,
both on the Eftate and in the Hofpital itfelf;—particularly for the
late gradual repair of all the Wards, and furnithing them with
Tron Bedfteads, and proper appurtenances to theiame: Therefore -
many of the worthy Governors of this Chanty induced thereto by
the benefit which muft naturally accrue to the Patients from fuch
an alteration (as they will not now be fo liable to be difttirbed i in
their fick and refilefs moments, by the annoyance of infects com-
mon to moft habitations, but particularly to Hofpitals) entered into
2 voluntary Subfeription towards defraying Part of the Charge:
_ But, notwithftanding thefe additional bounties, the annual expence
of this Hofpital far exceeds its certain annual income. - On which -
account, it is further humbly recommended to all charitable per-
fens, that they would be pleafed to enable the Govemom, by
thew»
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Befide thefe, there are in the Hietropolis, and
its environs, at leaft forty other inftitutions for
fick and diftreffed perfons of different defcrip~
tions, under the name of hofpitals, infirmaries
‘and the like. Thefe cannot be particularized.
But one of them is of fuch importance, and aims
to make fo juft an atonement for the defeéts of
{ociety, that I cannot pafs it by without particular
notice. The following judicious RErorT was
drawn up by George Gregory, a clergyman well
known in the literary world.

‘PHILANTHROPIC SOCIETY.

The Philanthropic Society aims at the prevention of crimes, by
removing out of the way of evil counfel and evil company thofe
children, who are, in the prefent ftate of things, deflined to ruin.
They propofe to educate and inftruct in fome ufeful trade or occu-
pation, the children of conwifls, or other infant poor who are
engaged in vagrant or criminal courfes; thus te break the chain
of thofe pernicious confederacies, deprive the wicked of fucceflors,
the jails of inhabitants, juftice of it's viétims, and, by all thefe
means, add citizens t0_fociety. :

This inftitation is. not only calculated to decreafe vice and in-
famy, but toincreafe ufeful indufiry; fo that thofe children who
would otherwife fucceed to their parents’ hereditary crimes, and
become the next race of beggars and thieves, will now be taught
to fupply by honeft means their own_wants and the wants of

others. )

To carry into eﬂ‘c&ihef'e' defirable purpo"f“? it.is the firft bufi-
nefs of the fociety to, felett from pnfons, and from the baunts of
vice, profligacy, and begorary, fuch objects, as appear uioft likely
to become obnoxious to the laws, or prejudicial to the communi-
ty; and, in the execunon of :hxs dury, the affiftapce of the magi_

lirates,
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frates, the clergy, and all who are interefted in the promotion af
zood morals and good government, is moft earnely requefted.

For the employment of the children, a houfe of Reform has
been ereéted in St. George’s Fields, where, under able malters,
they are inftruéted in the different trades of a Printer, Shoemaker,
Taylor, Rop:-maker and Twine-fpinner, &c. {c as to be able,
‘when out of their apprenticefhip, to get a comforiable: livelihvod
for themfelves. The girls are at prefent educated as menial fer-
vants, and have otherwife full employment in wafhing the whole
of the linen, making their own cloathing, and fhirts for the boys,
&c. 2 3 :
Childhood is a {eafon admirably caleulated for virtuous impref-
fions. The mind is tender and Hexible. The dilpofition is
moulded entirely by education. ‘The miferable fituation of infant
thieves peculiarly difpofes them for the reception of better habits.
In that wretched flate, having been expofed to extreme want, to
feverity and contempt, it is impoffible they fhould not feel the
comforts of their fituation under the Philanthropic Society, when-

ever they contraft them with the evils from which they have lately
been refcued. ; 2 2

Thefe fatts, indeed, meet the fulleft illuftration from the pre-
fent fiate of the Reform, which now proteéts near 140 children,
among whom are many who have been guilty of various felonies,
burgldries, and other crimes. Vet, fingular as it may appear,
thefe very children have now become no lefs remarkable for in-
dufiry, attivity, decency, andohedience, than they formerly were
for the contrary vices. Such are the grounds on which the Phi-
lanthropic Society claims attention, and folicits the patronage of
the public. :

If we regard humanity and religion, this inftitution opens an
afylum to the mott forlorn and abje& of the human race. It be-
friends the moft fiiendlefs. Tt ﬂnves from the certain and fatal
confequences of infamy and vxcxous courfes, orphan 4nd deferted
children.

If we regard nauonal profperity and the public welfare, it is
saleulated to increafe induitry, and it - direéts that mduﬁry in the
moft ufeful and neceﬂ".%ry channels.

18
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However, to do the world juftice, it thould be
acknowledged, thathoneft men are frequently led
into miftakes: and, ifa poor authoris nowand then
ftarved to death, they, at leaft, thould be ac-
quitted of cruelty.  Wlicn a writer has publithed
a book, he is fuppofed to have procured a main-
tenance. Men {uppole, that his profits keep pace
with his reputation; and, who would fuppofc
that praife has been his onl} reward ?

The more learned a work, the lefslikely it is to
~ meet a general reception, and, confequently, the
lefs likely to be profitable to the author. One of
the moft valuable works on Britifh antiquities, is,
Spelman’s Gloflary, in folio. The whole per- -
- formance was’ offered to the king’s printer for
five pounds, to be received in books: this fmall
price, however, was refufed, Spe]man therefore,
printed the firlt part at his own cxpence and
moft of the books remained on his hands, till taken
off by two book-fellers.*

The learned Edmund Caftle paffed great part
of his life, broke a fine conﬁltutlon, and {pent
twelve thoufand pounds, in compiling a Lexicon.t
After the ruin of his health, and the confumption !
of his prepe:rty, tlns celebrated work was, at

= B_ »hotheca Legum l
'l' Legucon Heptaglotton
: length
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length, publifthed, and the books remained on his
hands unfold.
There might be ﬂ;ewn inftances, in which 4
refpettable Lt of fubferibers, flanding at the.
head of a publication, has been a moft unfortunate
circumftance for an author. Many readers have
begun immediately to calculate pounds, thillings,
_and pence; and fuppofed, at random, that the au-
thor’s pockets muft be lined with bank notes.
They are not aware, honeft men, that the writer,
during the long period of preparing his work,
and of bringing it through the prefs, has not
‘been living on the air: they forget, allo, that
printers and bookfellers follow a profeflion as
well as authors, and that they rarcly work out of
pure charity. G
Will it be prudent in an author te throw him-
' felf among a hoft of criticks? An author runs no
danger, but fuch as he ought to encounter, among
real {cholars, among criticks who p(_)ﬁ"efs".he pow-
ers of difcrimination, and the principles of juf-
tice. Fhe real critick, if an honeft man, will not
wilfully miflead the publick tafte: but he cannot
‘be wantonly unjuft. The criticks, whom an 20~
thor has juft caufe to dread, are fuch, whom the
publick ought to defpife ; thofe who enter not into
the merits of a public:;itidn":’ ..N\:fh.() examine its
charafter by their own prejudices: ‘who, what-
c 2 e ever
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over fide of a queftion they adopt, either in po-
liticks, theology, or intereft, decide on the merits
of every work in reference to their own creed,
or their own profit. It is not here afferted, that
any journal is fo conduéted: but only, that fuch
a journal would do great injury to authors; and
whether the writer fhould take the fide of high
chureh, of low church, or no church, would be
of inconfiderable account.

But if a man of letters can obtaina patron, he
may defy the critick-~-True.  Buta patron is not
always fo cafily found, as fought after: and it
very often happens, that a writer obtains no pa-
tron, till he can either do tolerably well without
one, or till difappointments and penury may have
almoft haraffed him out of the world. An able
leader in the field of letters, may be flattered and
over-powered with diftindtions; while the pioneer
of literature is frequently left to perifh amidit
the rubbifh, which he was doomed to remove.

The notice of a great man, it is true, may
prove beneficial: but fuch notice may' eventually
be the moft unfortunate circumflance in a
ma_n?s life. The GreaT are fometimes’ apt to
make men of talents their tools, and to expett
illiberal cd.mpliance:s, at which a delicate genius
may recoil, or an upright confcience may revolt :
: (AR e it © avague
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¢ his affairs. He was forced fome years back to
«¢ part with all his choice printed books to fubfift
< himfelf; and now, he fays, he muft be forced,
« for {ubfiftence, to fell all his MSS. colleflions
« to the beft bidder,without your lordfhip will be
¢ pleafed to buy them for the queen’slibrary.
¢ They are fifty volumes, in folio, of public affairs,
¢ which he hath colleéted, but not printed. The
« price he afks is five hundred pounds.”

« Simon Ockley, amoft learned {cholar in orien-
tal literature, addrefles a letter to the fame Earl,
in which he paints his diltreffes in colours not lefs
jult than they are glowmg After having devoted
his life to Afiatic refearches, then not lefs un-
common, than they were valuable, he had the fatis-
faltion of dating his preface to his great work
from Cambridge Caftle, where he was confined
for debt ; and he does this with an air of triumph,
asa martyr feels enthufiafm in the caufe for which
he perithes.

« Spencer—amiable poet !—languifhed out his
life in mifery. ¢ The queen,” {ays Dr. Granger,
¢ was far from having a juft fenfe of his merit :
¢ and Lord Burleigh, who prevented her giving
¢ him a hundred pounds, feems to have thought
¢ the loweft clerk in his ofﬁce a more dcfervmg

pcrfon. He died in want of bread.’.

-

Iaser b R iSavdoe,
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« Savage, in'the prefling hour of diftrefs, fold that
eccentric poem, The Wanderer, which had occu-
pied him feveral years, for ten pounds.

« Even our great Milton, as every one knows,
fold his immortal work for ten pounds to a book-
feller, being too poor to undertake the printing it
on his own account ; and Otway, and Butler, and
Chatterton, it is fufficient to name. The latter,
while he fupplied a variety of monthly Magazines
with their chief materials, found ¢a penny tart a
¢ luxury ;> and a luxury it was to him, who could
not always get bread to his water.

« Samuel Boyce, whofe poem on creation ranks
high in the poctic {cale, was abfolutely famifhed to
death ; and was found dead in a garret, witha
blanket thrown over his fthoulders, faftened by a
fkewer, with a pen in his hand !>

To enlarge the above catalogue would be no
difficult tafk : if any reader choofe to purfue the
enquiry, he will find abundant examples in Bayle’s
Dittionary, and in de Infortunzo Literatorum.
Enough has been here noticed to juftify the fol-
lowing conclufions: That genius, like beauty,
may be ruinous to thofe who poffefsit; that liter-
ature, like virtue, muft, fometimes, be its own re-
ward; thatpoetry isallied to poverty, fo as to juftify
the belief, that umverfal ccmfent affigns poets to

po-
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poverty ; and that, after what has happened to
Homer, Taffo, Milton, Spencer, and Butler, no
poet has aright to complain of hard fortune.

‘When Butler, needy wretch, was yet alive,
No generous patron would a dinner give 3

See him when dead, and turn’d again to duft,
Prefented with a monumental bufl ;

See here the poet’s fate in order fhewn ;3

He afk’d for bread, and he receiv’d a tone.

SAMUEL WESTLEY’S POEMS,.

Oh! Genius, art thou to be envied or pitied 2
Doomed to form expeétations the moft fanguine,
and to meet with difappointments the moft morti-
fying? To indulge towards others the moft gene-
rous wifhes, to receive thyfelf the moft illiberal
treatment 2 To be applauded, admired, and ne-
gle€ted? To be a friend to all, befriended, often,
by none? Oh! Thou creative, difcriminating
power, fource of inexpreffible delights, and nurfe
of unknown fenfibilities, that perpetuate diftrefs.
Fancy fhall embody thy form ; and often wifit the
grave of Chatterton, to drop the tear of {ympathy,
overthat ingenious,unfriended, unfortunate youth!

It has often been objefted to {chemes for re-
lieving authors, that there are few perfons, who

pofefs not the means of fupport if they will but
' H 2 em-
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employ them, and if no unnatural force refift their
endeavours. This is true. = To do the firft, there-
fore, is a part of prudence, that every individual
fhould comprehend: to prevent the laft, is a part of
juftice, that political inftitutions fthould fecure. It
is incumbent on the man of letters to take thefe
‘maxims along with him in the out-fet of his lite~
rary career. Every one who thinks he can write,
the pubhck are not bound to read, much lefs to
fupport; but he who poffeffes the talents to in-
ftruét or amufe the publick, has the powers to pro-
cure a maintenance, by fome courfe of indufiry.
The man of fortune, who patronizes genius is
entitled to cfteem; but every man of fortune is
not bound to be a patron, though every man of
letters is bound to know how to live.

But there are cafes of diftrefs which prudence
cannot forefee, and againft which induftry cannot

_ always provide. An endeavour to form a juft
_calculation of fuch cafes, fo as to make them
fall within the reach of affifance, was an ho-
nourable undertakmg :

In the metropolis are feveral focieties, which
addrefs themfelves to men of genius, that deferve
refpetful mention : fuch as the Society for de-
cayed aftors: the ABCDARIANS for the re-
lief of decayed {choolmafters : the Society for
the relief of decayed muficians: the royal ditto :

L ’ the
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the new mufical for ditto, their widows and chil-
dren: the fociety for the relief of medical men,
in the neighbourhood of London, their widows,
and children.

It is only within a year or two that a SOCIE-
TY TO SUPPORT AUTHORS IN DISTRESS was
conftituted. The plan of this fociety is drawn
up with much good {enfe, and, it is to be hoped, re-
quires only to be more widely known, to be more
generally encouraged.

CONSTITUTION OF A SOCIETY, &c.

All the boafted- diftin&tions of England have
great obligations to the prefs. ~Princes are in-
fluenced, minifters propofe meafures, and ma-
giftrates are inftrufted, by the induftry of litera-
ture ; while the authors of hints, fuggeftions,
and difquifitions, may be langm{hlng in obfcurity,
or dying in diftrefs.

« This injuftice, operating on irritable minds,
generates that particular fpecies of rancour inci-
dent to genius in free ftates ; producing perfonal
{atire on thofe of elevated condmoq the malig-
nant jealoufy of literary emulation: and an in-
difcriminate, geneml calumny, as injurious to
‘public mtcrcﬂs, as 1t is dxﬂmnourable to human

talents.
(8 S
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s It is thought thefe evils may be meliorated, oz
removed, by an inftitution to obtain juftice or
compaffion for talents injured and deprefled; to
withdraw the dreadful apprehenfions and prof-
petts,which warp integrity, and pervert genius ; and
to produce candor and bharmony in the provinces
of literature.

« Every defcription of genius and merit has fome
mode of compenfation, except that devoted to
general fcience, _political difquifition, and the
Belles Lettres.  The learned profeffions, and all
the provinces of arts merely imitative, have pro-
babilities of remuneration or refuge:---Literature
alone is negleéted, when become a diftin purfuit,
and ab{'orbmg the faculties of the mind.

« It is the purpofe of this inflitution to eftablifh
a fund; on which Authors properly recommend-
ed, may rely for affiftance, in proportion to the
produce of that fund.

~ « The annual fub{cription to be not lefs thana
Guinea ; as much more as the abilities and incli-
nation of the fubfcriber may admit.

« Donations of Ten Guineas, and upwards,
within one year, to conflitute Subfcribers for life;
and legacies in truft will be gratefully 1 received.

« As the Theatres are fupported by literary ta-
lents, it is not doubted, the managers will coun-
tenance fuch dramauc bcneﬁts as may be pro-

» : pofed



( 65 )

poled by the Committee for the advantage of
the fund.

« Every other mode of increafing the revenues
of the inftitution will be adopted; whether fug-
_gefted by public or private information.

« All bufinefs to be tranfatted by a Regifter,
Treafurer, a Committee of twenty, and a Coun-
cil of fifty.

« Every Subfcriber to be a Conftituent: and at
noon, on the firt Friday in May, to meet the
other Subfecribers, annually, to chufe Regifters,
Treafurers, a Committee of twenty, anda Coun-
cil of fifty, if the number of Subfcribers exceed
a hundred; if not, the Subfcribers to difcharge
the offices of Council.

¢ At the meeting of the Subfcribers, Councils or
Committees, the Prefident or Chairman is to be
appointed only for a year ; the decifions to be by
a majority ; and the Prefident to give only a
cafting vote on an equal divifion. The Quorum
of the Subfcribers, or Society, in refpett to the
Council, to be one hundred and one; that of the
Council twelve; and that of the Committee five.

< The pecuniary appointments, for the Colle&-
ors, Meffehcers, &ec. muft be affigned and ap-
proved at their ele€tion. Thefe officers may be
fufpended or difcharged by the Commitice, on a

complaint well fupported by a member of the
Committee, «
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Committee, or of the Council, or by a Subfcri-
ber. Security may be taken, by the Committee,
for the execution of their trufts,

<« All applications for relief are to be»mad'e toa
Regifter; who, if the cafes be urgent, may im-
mediately fummon a Committee ; if not, he is to
fubmit them at the firft meeting: and the Com-
mittee 1s to meet at a convenient and appqinted
hour, on the laft’ Friday of every month, at a
fixed and known place, where it may execute its
offices ; and where meflages, letters, and appli-
cations, may be received.

« 1f the Subfcribersfhould betoo numerous for
the room or rooms appropriated to the Commit-
tee and Council, their yearly affembly muft be
held in fome large and public building, at a {mall
price of admiffion; but all unneceflary occafions
of expending the revenues of the inftitution

. thould be avoided.
~ « The affiftance afforded to Authors in diftrefs,
~or to their widow and children, fhall’ be at the
difcretion of the Comrmttee and be tranfmitted
bya Treafux er according to its order.

‘< All the ftock, property, and revenues of the
Society fhall be in the public funds, in public
and competent fecurmes, and at a banker’s.  No
money fhall be drawn for, but on an order of the
Commmee no fecuuues fhall be changed; nor

fhall
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the offices, are'to be filled up at the difcretion of
the Council.”

e

The above conftitution was drawn up by'Da-
vid Williams, the author of many excellent po-
litical writings. Itreceived its origin in the mis-
fortunes of poor Sydenham, the tranflator of
Plato. This worthy man had been moft cruelly
deprived of his property, under the fal{e pretence
of his being alunatick, and reduced to the greateft
neceffity. . He was, at length, arrefted for a debt
of forty pounds. This he was unable to pay;
and  through horror of @ jail, in the aét of
being arrefted, expired. Several humane per-
fons, on hearing this, immediaiely formed the
defign of eftablifhing the above fociety. Ma-
ny"ingenivous, unfortunate men, have received
timely affiftance from it: and may its influence
extend Bt e .

“This inftitution confines itfelf entirely to the
#elief of authors.

~ * Subfcriptions are received by the foliowing Baokers :
- Hammerfley and Co. Pall Mall: Coutts, Strand3 Dimf-
‘dale an_déc 0. Comnhill; Le Fevre, Curries, Yallowley,
and Raikes. By the Tzeafurers, Thomas Morris, Efq;
No. 54. Park-fire Grofvenor-fquare, E. Brooke,
Bookfeller, Bell Temple Bar.

It



1t has been frequently obferved, that though ufe-
ful difcoveries in literature depend on the exertions
of individuals, yet focicties may afford them
confiderable encouragement and fupport. Ac-
cordingly, learned men in different parts of Eu-
rope have formed themfelves into literary frater—
nities. For the origin of thefe we are indebted to
the Italians: The Academy of Lyncei, inftituted
in 1603, ferved as a model for fimilar focieties in
Great Britain. Hence proceed the Royal Soci~
cty, the Antiquarian Society, the Society of
Arts and Sciences in London: the Manchefter
Socicty, and Bath Society of Agriculture; the
Royal and Antiquarian Societies in Edmburgh
and the Reyal Society in Dublin. The fole ob-
jeét of thefe inftitutions is, if I miftake not, the
improvement of the Arts and Sciences.

The utility of a fociety, that fhould unite in
its defign the progrefs of elegant literature, with
the means to aflift diftreffed gemus, has fre-
quently ftruck my mind: and men of under-
ftandings more inventive than mine, and poflefled
of more influence and authority, might be able
to realize a fcheme, produétive of permanent
advantages in both thofe rel’pe&s. :

There exilts a mathemaucai focxety in Spital-
fields, confifting, in general of perfons in the

tLo o middling









o)

brary any book, or one from each, (or, two from
the mathematical Library, provided they are by
the fame author and the fubjeét be not contained
in one, foreach of which, he fhall be fined in the
fame manner as if he had borrowed one from each
Library) but if not returned the firt night”of
meeting following, he fhall forfeit one penny to
each Library ; the fecond night of meeting fol-
lowing two pence ; the third night of meeting fol-
lowing three pence ; and fo on, rifing in arithine-
tical progreffion, whofe common excefs is one
penny, to the end of eight weeks; but no fines
fhall be charged on the night the books, or in-
firuments, arc returned: And if not returned
within the time limited, or if damaged the bor-
rower fhall make good the lofs {uftained thereby

or be excluded the Society. And when any

member rcturns a book or inftrument, he fhall
not be permitted to take it out the fame even-
ing; if previoufly applied for by any other mem-
ber. ' : ;

~ « IX. For the more eafy tranfaéting the ge-
neral bufinels of the Society, the firlt Saturday
in January, Apnl July, and Ottober, fhall be
quarterly nights, when cvery member {hall -clear
- the book of his quarterage and fines, or forfelt
fixpence ; and thofe who do not clear it, on or
before the next month!y mrrht, fhall be excluded.

Alfo,
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Alfo, the firft Saturday in every month fhall be
monthly nights on which every thing propofed,
and rcady to be ballotted for, fhall be determined
by i majority : and the bufinefs fhall commence
between the hours of nine and ten, and the meet-
ing of the Society be continued until the bufinefs
be clofed.

« X. Any member, if feconded by another,
may propofe in writing, what he thinks may be
for the benefit of the Society; (the refervations
in article thirty fix excepted.) But if what Is
propofed, fhall have been agitated within twelve
months, it muft then be made with the con-
fent of the majority of the Society, who fhall fub-
fcribe their names thereio; and all propofals fhali
be entered in the propofition book, and deli-
vered to a fteward prefent, and be rcad three
fucceflive nights before they are ballotted for,
And whatever is firft agreed on, of things to
- be purchafed, fhall be firft bought if to be pro-
cured.

¢ XI. When there is a vacancy for a member,
the ftewards fhall give notice of it, between the
hours of nine and ten ; and no perfon fhall be
propofed to fill it before the Saturday evening
following ; when any member if feconded by ano-
who mult be twenty
the propoler 3 pre-
PR {ent,

ther, may propore a pcrfon,
one years of ages knew‘_ to
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* :
fent when propofed ; and declare his name, em-
ployment, and place of abode, and pay one fhil-
ling: After Whi‘ch he fhall make his appearance
three feveral nights of mceting, w?t'nin cight wecks
of the time of propofal, or lofe his propofal
money. If he completes his appearances in time,
his admiffion {hall be ballotted for the next month- -
ly night after his third appearance. . But if more
than one perfon be propofed, then all who have
compleated their appearances fhall be ballotted for
in fucceffion, and he who has, or they who have
the majority of votes fhall be declared eletted,
and fhall each pay four fhillings more ; and with-
in four weeks after, fhall fign thefc amules or
lofe the benefit of them. At

¢« XTI. If the perfon, or per{'ons propofed
have formerly been a'member, or members; or
have been propofed before, when there were
more candidates than vacancies, and he or they
were not negatived, then his, or their admiffion
thall be ballotted for the next momh y night, af-
ter the propofal of hlm or them, has been read
three fucceffive mghts of mectm .though hﬂ og s
they, make no appearance. . -
e XIII During the drfcuﬂion of a propoﬁ~
non, prevxous to the ballottmo‘ for gy cvery mem-
‘ner (cxcept the one .who 15 fpeakm ) fhall be
: : | featcd !
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feated, and filent ; 'z‘md whofoever interrupts the
fpeaker in any way whatever, fhall be fined one
{hilling.

« XIV. Members going abroad, or into the
country, by giving notice thereof to the ftewards,
and clearing the book, fhall, upon paying onc
fhilling, have their names entered into a book to
be kept for that purpofe : And when they return
and declare themfelves prefent, they fhall en-
joy every privilege of members, (except that
of ballotting) until there be a vacancy, when
they fhall come on 'in‘rota:tion, without any elec-
tion, ' o ,

« XV. If any member be afked a queftion in
the Mathematicks, by any other member during
the hours of meeting, he fhall inﬂru& him in the
plaineft and eafieft manner he can, or forfeit ane
thilling. ' : o

« XVI. Every member fhall take it in rota-
tion to give a Lefture on Mathematicks, or fome
branch of natural, or experimental philofophy,
or fhew fome experiment relative thereto, or
caufe the fame to be done every night of meet-
ing,(éxcept rﬁdhthly night; to 'cornmencérbetwé‘en :
the hours of nine and ten, or forfeit one fhilling.
Andlf any member introduce controverted points
of divinity, or politics, into his Le&tures, he fhall,
if at the requeft of any member prefent it be

' i AT L dEe
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determined by ballot that the forfeiture is in-
curred, be fined two thillings and fixpence for
{o doing.

« XVII. The Society having chofen a com-
mittee to prepare a courfe of Leétures, any meni-
ber, whofe turn it is to give one, may deliver that
from the courfe, that comes next in rotation;
which fhall exempt him from the forfeitures in the

“preceding article.”” &c. &e.

THIS SOCIETY has now a Library contain-
ing many valuable books in hiftory and philofophy,
and a good mathematical apparatus: the value of
which amounts to 5o1l. 16s. 6d. A few only of
the rules are here produced; thefe being fufficient
to fhew the nature of the inftitution.

- This fraternity, asbefore obferved, is compofed of
perfons in the middling claffes of life ; but from
_the inconfiderable expences attending their meet-
ings, itis clear, that the loweft claffes might form
- fimilar focieties.  The advantages that would re-
* fult from promoting reading focieties through a
country are too obvious to need pointing out.
* The monopoly of fcience is particularly injurious.
It retards the progrefs of truth, the advancement
of intelleft; and encourages that infolence, not
impropetly called the ariftocracy of literature,
too common amongft academicks. The popu-
lar libraries, that abound in America, form the

difference
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difference between the people of that country and
of Great Britain. There is more polite literature
in this country ; but more general information in
America. ;

Societies, of fo ceconomical a kind as the Ma-
thematical Society reprefented above, might, in-
deed, even comprﬁhend two objeéts, and anfwer
the purpofes of reading, and of what are called
FrienDLY, SocieTies; the latter, it ds well
. known, are fupported by the {fmall contributions
of the members, and were eftablifhed for their
occafional affiftance. :

Literary focieties, confifting of perfons of fome
degree of independence, and of fufficient talents
and learning, anfwer the moft valuable purpofes.
That of focial intercourfe is in the higheft degree
agreeable and profitable. Societies of this kind
might, indeed, purfue great defigns: one objett
at leaft, they might without difficulty accomplifh
they might amufe and inftruét the publick. A
body of learned men might eafily effeét what can
‘rarely be obtained by individual exertion: and
where there was a fufficient ftock of brilliant ta-
lents, abilities lefs fplendid need not be difre-
garded. Works, ftored with amufement, like
certain well-known periodical publications; or
tending to improve arts and {ciences, to furnith

: y TEMB S o T R
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crime imputed to this honeft man, and the cit-
cumftances of his trial, I fay nothing: and in a
cafe, that involved fo imminent peril, and was
attended with fuch ferious diftrefs, as conneéls it-
felf with the lofs of a wife and child, there can be
no calculation of damages, and no indemnification.
But from the preceding remark in Walker’s Re-
view, which though incidental, is important, fome
probable conjeftures may be formed of the ex-
pences attending the trial of Hardy. In the cafe of
the latter, indeed, the injury, arifing from lofs of
time, and negle@ of bufinefs, may, it is hoped, be
fomewhat repaired, by due encouragement: but the
expence of attorneys, of counfel, and of witnefles,
will ereate a great fimilarity in the two cafes.
The Englifh law profefles a facred regard to
the perfonal liberty of individuals: and with juf-
tice profefles it: for the damage fuftained by lofs
of time, and by length of imprifonment, is of the
higheft confideration, and may run out to a moft
ruinous extent. “It may be queftioned, indeed,
whether our pra&lces ﬁrl&ly accord with this pro-
feflion ; certain it is, that precedents do not har-
monize with the fandamental maxims of our law ;
with thofe ‘principles, that are received as the
bafis of the Englifh government, ~and to which
our arxceﬁors*we ace ﬁomed to refer as. the
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exemplars of Juftice®. Imprifonment is attend-
ed, in many cafes,with circumftances fingularly dif-
trefling, and notorioufly unjuft.
This is particularly the cafe on a charge of
high treafon,
The perfon may be innocent, but he is to be
haraffed with all the horrors of uncertainty, and
the tedioufmefs of delay. Embarraffments arife
from confiderations of time,and place, and from the
nature of the fa&. Thefe circumftances may be
rendered f{till more gmbarra.ﬂing from clofencfs of
confinement, and the health of the prifoner. Such
obfervations apply to the cafes of all thofe, lately
indi€ted for high treafon; but more particularly to
that of JOHN‘HORNE TooxE, whofe ill ftate of
health, before, and during his confinement, ren -
dered it probable, that he would not furvive his im-
prifonment. To the ferious expences, therefore, of
attorneys, of counfel, and of witnefes, fhould be
further added the damages confequent on a tedious
imprifonmentt; damages, which might have proved,
and in fome fort have proved, beyond calculation.
* But may the intelligent author of the DivErsioxns
or PurLey long live, to amufe and inftruét man-
kind, by completing his moft ingenious andjlearn-
ed undertaking.

* Sce the Preface to the Mirrour of Juftice, and Ch. I.

+ Omnis peena corporalis quamvis minima major cft

omni pend pecuniarid quamyis maxima. i. e. The fmall-

ef} corporal punifhment is greater than the largeft ﬂnX i
n
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Sings not the feaman, tempeft-toft,
When f{urges wafh the riven throud—

Scorning the threat’ning voice of Fate,
That pipes in rocking winds aloud ?

Yes;—he can take his cheerful glafs,
And toaft his miftrefs in the ftorm,

‘While duty and remember’d joys
By turns his honeft bofom warm,

* And fhall not we, in ftorms of {tate,
At bafe Oppreflion’s fury laugh,
And while the vital {pirits flow,
To Freedom fill, and fearlefs quaft?

Short is perhaps our date of life,
But let us while we live be gay—
To thofec be thought and anxious care,
Who build upon the diftant day.*
Tower, Sept. 28, 1794.

—_—

It appeared on Thelwall’s trial, that he was a
perfon of great integrity, maintaining himfelf, and
cthers, who refted on him for fupport, by his
perfonal induftry. The meaps, therefore, du-
ring his confinement, were neceffa;ﬂy {ufpended ;
and his publick leétures, ‘part of thofe means,
have not as yet been refumed: Thgfe _damages,

ol POEMS awritten in tlzy‘e Conﬁnemt in tb: Tawzr 3 fold by
Ridgway. Thelwall’s other works are, THE PERIPATETIC, an
Essay towards a Definition of Animal Vitality, nnd PoLITICAL
LECTURES, pnntcd. for Eaton, Rldgwa,) and Symonds.

E therefore,
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therefore, are to be added to the expences of his
trial; and it is not entirely without defign, that I
I have thrown the lift' of his publications in a
note,

The manner in which this prefecution hath

affeted Tromas Horcrorz, fhall be ftat-
“ed in bis own words. In his Pran ef Dr-

rENcr, {ubmitted by him to Meflrs. Er{kine
and Gibbs, he thus exprefles himfelf.

« This {irange charge, Gentlemen, has brought
upon me the confequences I have ftated. Torn
from my family, my literary labours fufpended,
my body imprifoned, my life threatened, and
every exertion called forth left it {hould be loft by
falfe accufation, my ufual refources of fubfiltence
were inftantly {wept away: for I haveno refour-
ces, nor ever have had, nor ever wifth to have,
but in' my labours.

-« The moment when, by the operation of the in-
- diftment found againft me, the evils I have ftated
: ,V,L'fel me, was the moft fatal that in my cafe could

'and publxcat,xon. Tlns feafon 1S
unprepared, my time muft

;de'wours to wipe away the

*See A NARRATIVE oF FACTS relaﬁngt
Trearon, &cci printed for - Sy monds.

fecution for High

aféerﬁons_









« tried to reprefs or reprove, was the fignal of
« acquittal to the multitudes without. A {ympa-
¢ thetic fhout broke from the mafs of the people,
<« swhich was caught and echoed to every part of
¢ the metropolis in an inftant. No telegraphe—
¢ no artificial organ could convey the news with
« the elcétrical velocity of their enthufiafm. It
¢ was known at the remoteft corners of the town
< in a minute after dle event, and the fatisfattion
_« ywas as general, as the intereft which was felt in
he caufe.””  Morn. Chron. Nov. 24, 1794.
There are ftill confined on a charge of High
Treafon,. George Higgins, in Tothill-fields Bride-
well; Paul Le Maitre, New Prifon, Cold-Bath
Fields; ]ohn Rouflell, and John Smith, on the
Felon’s fide, in Newgate.
The fituation of the latter is peculiarly hard,
and deferves partlcular notice. Howlong it may
yet be, before Smith is brought to trial, cannot be
afcertained, In the mean time, he has loft his
cmploymentof Clerk to Macklin’s Piéture Galler %
which brought him in fixty pounds a year; and
this would not be reftored to him on his enlarge_
ment. The profits arifing from a fmall pamphlet
fhop are very mconﬁderable and he has a wife,
four chlldren, andan aged mother *.

It may not be amifs to acquamt the rcadcr, that they
live at No. 1, the corper of Portfmouth firect, Lincoln’ s

Tan Fields,
““There
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fhould get out of prifon, he fhould have to begin
the world again. When in Newgate he faid, his
friends had promifed to lend him the money to
pay the fine, and that he expeéted to be liberated
in a few days. Thomas Breillat has borrowed
the money, paid the fine, and is now at large.
All the particulars of , WitLiam WiNTERBO-
TuAM’s trial may be feen in the account of it pub-
lifhed for Ridgeway and Symonds.—An opinion
hasrarely been givenin this Differtation concerning
any fuppoled crime, or the juftice of any particular
punifhment; but, I believe, there isa pretty general
opinion concerning the injuftice, even according
o the forms of law, of Winterbotham’s {entence.
Heis now publilhing e Geographical, Commercial,
and Philofophical View of the prefent Sttuation of
the United States of America, one fhilling each
namber.  Sold by the editor, and Symonds and
Ridgeway. His fentence is four years imprifon-
ment, and a fine of 2c0l. His expences in New-

gate amount nearly to 100lia yedr.. The Dif-
BRI s oS R s ¥ o X oy L .
' fenters have hitherto been civil to him; and it is

hoped they will continue their favours, © =~
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Three perfons now in Newgate fhall fpeak for
themfelves ; in a letter, which they now have it
in contemplation to circulate, they fpeak as follows

¢ STR:

¢« Experiencingall the rigours of conﬁnem_ent,
and daily, feeling the fevere and calamitous pref.
fure of a long, diffant, and ruinous feparation
from our bufinefs, our families, and our friends
at large, without any profpett of {peedy allevia-
tion, we are, at length, reluttantly compelled to
throw ourfelves on the humanity and benevolence
of the Public, and to folicit from the generofity
and juftice of the Britifli nation, that fupport
which fo long a fufpenfion from our commercial
concerns has rendered, in fome mealure, necef-
fary.
¢ As we confider ourfelves fuffering in a pubhc
caufe, we think it hard that our families thould fo
effentially become {ufferers, who are not guilty of
any crime, even if we are. We are not, how-
ever, confcious of any criminal intention out-
felves.

e Ig would bei lmpertment and unncce{fary, Sir,
to trouble - you with a recital of the ruinous cir-
cumftances attending our trials, convittions, and
fentences, as they have already been fo often be-
fore the public; but we would rcfpeétfully wifh
to ftate the fevere confequences of thofe proceed-

mffS
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ings, and {entences of imprifonment for four years ;
which, indeed, form our only apology for troubling
you with thisapplication.—The expences incurred
by defending the various profecutionsagainft each
individual amount, in the whole, to £'.800.—The
lofs of bufinefs, occafioned by our feparation from
it; the amount of money that has been expended for
maintenance, from the commencement of our im-
prifonment, to the prefent time £ .goo. more.—If to
thefe fums is' added, the probable amount of main-
tenance, lofs of bufinefs, &c. for the remain-
ing period of our refpetlive fentences, the ag-
gregate will be the fum of £'.3200. independert-
ly of the fines, which amount to £.500. more,
making together the heavy fum of £.3800.—Def-
titute of fortune, and dependent on nothing but
our own (now, in fome meafute, fufpended) induf-
try, it is impoflible, Sir, for us to contemplate this
objeét without anxioufly withing to avert fo feri-
ous a calamity :—a calamity brought upon us, we
conceive, not by any intentionally improper con-
du& of our own, but by inadverteiscy, or, perhaps, -
by the malignity and party fpirit of others. With-
out wifhing to arraign the laws of our country, by
which we have been conviéted, or the juftice of
the power by which we are now imprifoned, we
yet are anxious, refpettfully to ftate, that we were

plaged in profeffional fituations, and in fuch cir-
' - M ~ cum-
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or Nature is printed for, and fold by the Tran{-
lator in Newgate ; and may be had of Crofby,
Stationer’s-Court. - Hodgfon is now on the {tate
fide.—Captain Cummings is among the felons.
Joszru Grrraip afted as deputy from the
London Correfponding Society : and has been in
different prifons near a twelve-month. He is, at
prefent, in clofe confinement in the New Compter,
oppofite Newgate. He is the author of a pamph-
let, that affords proof of very fuperior talents,
-entitled, 4 Convention the only means of faving the
Nation from ruin, printed for D. I. Eaton., He
is uncertain yet, as to his future defiiny; but
whatever it may be, Gerrald behaves himfelf as one
that is invulnerable. He clofes his well-written
Dzrexce i the following fpirited manher.
“ Imprefled with the juftice of thefe fenti-
ments, dungeons,. fetters, exile, carry no terror to
~mc; for T fay with the immortal Sydney, that
- ¢ though 1 have a particular love to my country,
¢ of which, I hope, that I have given {ome tefti-
%< mony ; though I think that being exiied from it
“ is a great cvily from which I would redeem my-
R Cglf with the lofs of a great deal of my blood,
¢ yet, when that country of mine,  which ufed to
¢t be efteemed aparadlfe, is now like to be made a
“« ftage of 1 lnjuxy 5 the liberty which we hoped ta
i - eﬂa.-

-~
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eftablifh opprefled ; the beft of our nation made
a prey to the worlt ; the parliament, court, and
army corrupted; the people enflaved; all
things vendible, and no man fafe, but by fuch
evil and infamous means as flattery and bribery ;
what joy» can I have in my own country in this
condition ? Isit a pleafure to fee-all that I love
in the world fold and deftroyed? Shall I re-
nounce all my old principles, learn the vile
court arts, and make my peace by bribing fome
of the crew ? Shall their corruptions and vice
be my fafety ? Ah! no; better is a life among
ftrangers, than in my own country upon fuch
condltxons. Whillt I live, I will endeavour to
preferve my liberty ; or, atleaft, not confent to
thesdefiroying of it. . I hope I fhall die in the
fame principles in which I have lived, and will
live no longer than they can preferve me. I
have in my life been guilty of many follics, but
as I think, of no meannefs. I will not blot and
dofile that which is palt, by endeavouring to
prm ide for the future. I have ever had in

my mind, that fhould God cal {i me into fuch a

_condition, as that I cannot fave myfe]f but by

doing an mdecem thing, he fhcws me the time

1S come when I fhould refign it; and when I

cannot live in my own country, but by fuch
: ' “ mcans
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by the Solicitoi General, as it was {uppofed, oh ac-
count of his youth;—is in confequence deferted
by all his relations, people of high family and great -
opulencein Scotland, and was left for a confider-
able time to languifh under many embarrafiments.”
—This account is in the words of a perfon well
qualified to fpeak precifely on the cafe of Sinclair.

Jomn Franxrow, taylor and ladies habit mak=
er, No. 116. Tottenham Court Road, has been
alfo in confinement, and received confiderable
injury ; and Joun HrrLiER, 2 bookfeller, No. 81,
Bifhopigate—fireet.

Each of thiefe cales contains its peeuliar hard-
fhip; and thofe, which feem to carry the lealt.
have a claim to particular notice. I allude to the
cale of the bookfellers.

Thefe perfons, fuppofed to fuffer in a profef-
fional charafter, draw not fo great a fhare of the
publick notiee, as acknowledged patriots. In-
decd, while the latter frequently obtain a diftinc-
tion, the former may behappy to efcape illiberat
refle@ions : while imprifonment is thought to raife
their reputation, and to extend their profits.

This, it s true, may be fometimes the cafe ; but
is not fo in the prefent inftance, but quite the re-
verfe. : ;
‘Ripcrway’s fituation, 1ndeed is ﬁnculariy
hard, and merits a diftin€t confideration.—He is
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““To thofe perfons, whofe names have been thus
freely ufed, fome apology may be thought necef-
fary. Butregard fhall be paid to the wife maxim,
« neque culpas meque lauda teipfum ;> neither blame
nor commend thyfelf. Where there isno confci<
oufnefs of a crime, no prudent man will con-
demn himfelf; and where fervices are flender,
there is no room for felf-commendation. Inthe
way of apology, therefore, all that fhall be faid, is
this : If there be any cenfure merited, the whole of
it attaches to the author; no individual fufferer,
at leaft, folicited his interference. But he knew
that they were all entitled to fuch attentions, and
fome of them aually ftand inneed of it. = They
‘profefs that they owe fomething to their families,
. as well as to the publick; and that however forward
they may be in inclination, they poffefs not the re-
quifites for encountering a heavy fine, and a _ruin;
cd bufinefs. The names of others have been in-
troduced to give an air of precifion to the narra-
tive, and a totality to the work ;" and, it is hoped,
that nothing contained in thefe pages will be fonnd
inconfiftent with the refpe&t due to any indivi-

dual. e B
To fpeak once for all on this fubject :—Publick
utility is the bafis of moral obligation and of po-
litical truth: and a confcioufnefs ‘of having dif-
charged the dutics of focial life is the reward of
ﬁubﬁék virtue, He, whofe OnJYDbJC& is praife,
e o g g e A never
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nevet merited it; and he, who under- a mafk of
patriotifin, merely purfues his own intereft, is a
mean and a wicked man.

& A& well your part, there all the honour lies.”’—rozz.

- But.where men unite, on legal and conftitutional
ground, in the caufe of liberty, they pledge them-
felves to encounter common hazards. To fuch
perfons fuum cuig; isas applicable in-a participation
of difficulties, as of duties; of degradations, as of dif-
tin&tions; of loffes, as of profits; of fympathies, as
of enjoyments. Eachman, indeed, poffeffes a right
to {elet bis friend : no one is obliged to approve
the condué& of a bad man : nor can individuals,
though of the moft enlarged humanity, remove the
inconveniences, or fatisfy the wants of every fuf-
ferer. At the fame time, a juft man will not thrink
from his duty : he will guard againit harbouring
illiberal fufpicions, or forming unreafonable pre—
judices ; he will not impute to perfons imaginary

* crimes, nor liften to falfe and injurious reprefen~
tations: he will do juﬁice to acknowledged vir-
tues, and make allowancesfor human frailes. In
fhort, one who is jult cannot be malevolent:
norwill he regulate hisconduét by fuch principlés,as

_‘would leave any worthy man to be the abandoned

fcape goat of a party ; doomed to bear away cither
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the virtues or the crimes of others, and to perifh
in the wildernefs. '

On difmiffing this chapter, it may be neceffary ta
guard againft- any miftaken conceptions. The
author is aware that he has thruft himfelf into a
province, where he muft expeét to have his fenfi-
bilities put to the trial. He fays, thruft himf{elf
into it; becaufe, he has undertaken an office to
which he finds himfelf unequal. And muft he ob-
trude on the reader’s notice the grounds of his
conduét ? :

Muft he acknowledge, that he was acquainted
in a greater or lefs degree with moft of the above
perfons 2 That many of their cafes he knew to be
diftrefling? That he poffeffed a difpofition to be-
friend them, but was deftitute of the power? That
he alfo pofleffedlittle influence with others? And
that by repeated applications to a few friends on
former occafions, even that influence was dimi-
nifhed ? Fully convinced, then, that there are fome
cafes, and that thefe are fuch, which need only be
known, to be attended to,and that hints thrown out
at random by infufficient obfervers, are fomeumes'
fenouﬂy taken up by powerful advocates, he- has
taken the prefent meafure. 5

And here the exertions of the author muft, he;
fears, ﬂagken he can go little furthgr. Hence-
forth his own affairs muft obtain his attentions: his
favourite purlfuits,which have been long fufpended,

muft
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s/t be refumed : and * care muft be taken, that
in attempting to be generous, he lofe not the means
to be juft. It is with pleafure, he has been given
to underftand, that a plan is now forming among
fome refpelable perfons, to bring before the pub-
lick feveral of the above cafes; and it is to be
hoped, the plan will comprehend every cafe of real
diftrefs throughout the country, connefled with
pretended treafons or fedition. But feeble fub-
fcriptions will produce little benefit to the numer-
ous fufferers, and refleét little honour on the pub-
lick. * What has been faid concerning the piaces
of confinement, the abodes, or the publications of
the above perfons, were meant as hints to benevo.
lent readers. :

— Ergo fungar vice cotis, acutum

Reddere (iuaa ferrum valet, exors ipfa fecandi,

1, like the whetftone, ufelels and unfit,
Know not to cut, but fharpen others wit.

. G H A P. IV.——Conciufion.
THE reader furtheris requefted, before he forms
a judgement concerning the prefent publication, to
confider its precife charaéter, and its avowed ob-
je&. The former partof it only is Differtation ;

* The circumfitances of this publication, together with
otlhe(r fubjefts, that might have been mentioned, muft form
an épology to the friends of the late Robert Robinfon, for
unavoidable delays in publxihmg the Mzumo1zs, long fince
axmouncea.

the
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the latter is a Narrative of Fatts: the former de-
lineates the principles of Benevolence ; the latter -
prefentsobjeéls for itsexercife. The detail is, fome-
times, given in the exa&twords of the refpettive Re-~ :
ports,—not with a view to fave labour, but to pre- !
ferve accuracy. For it is ealy to fee, that lels
patience was neceffary to take a general view of
thofe matters, than to acquire accurate informa-
tion, and to reduce it to order. "’
 With refpeét to the Turory of Benevolence, '
few men, it isapprehended, of much refleétion, will -
materially differ ; though perfons of very ferious
minds, and of the moft benevolent intentions, may
differ widely about the Pracrrce. To afcertain a
truth is one thing; to apply it quite another.
Thus for example, it will not be difputed, whe-
ther the minds of youth fhould receive inftruétion :
but there may exift great variety of fentiment as
‘to the perfons, and means by which it fhould be
conveyed:—Many arguments may be urged againft
the plan laid down in this work : young perfons
‘may be reckoned improper for patrons: and pre-
feribed 7ules may be confidered as (hackles to
exifting inflitutions. ;
- It may then be neceffary to obferve, that no :
‘attempt has been here made to deliver the moft
perfeét fcheme, but fuch an one ‘only as feemed
‘praticable; lefs liable to objetions, and mvoIved
in fewer abfurditics than many that now cxx[t
The rules laid downhave been conftruéted in con-
- for
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formity to the reigning cuftom of laying down
fome rules, and not to the author’s more ferious
conviftions. Indeed,they muft be received rather
as hints, to fet men on thinking, than as rules or
boundaries to confine their conduét. Societies that
bind themfelves to fixed maxims are in danger of
being enflaved to erroneous theories, and abfurd
direGtories. For whatever purpofe men affemble,
they muft be fuppofed able tocomprehend their own
views, and to exprefs their own withes. The beft
regulations, therefore, arife out of exifting circum-
ftances ; of which the patrons for the time are the
" moft competent judges.

What, alfo, has becn faid relative to the advan-
tage of having printed rules in workhoufes fhould
be received with fimilar abatements. Where the
principle of any particular inflitution is difap-
proved, the adminiftration of it is not likely to
be very much admired.  All intended was this; to
{uggeft, that where any inftitutions exift, which have
the poor for their obje& their particular aim, and
their utmoft extent, fhould be known; fo that the
poor may the more eafily procure relief; and be lefs
expofedto the difceretionary power ofany oppreffor.
- Some péerfons, ITknow,objeét to the whole {yftem
of publick charities : and they are not likely bere
to find an antagonift. It has been admitted, that

_if juftice formed the bafis of fociety, charity, in
‘the common acceptation of the word, might flack-
; = e R ]
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be found, that many, which have challenged long
admiration, have been extolled too much ; and that
various {chemes and meafures which have becn
deemed romantick, and that have proved abortive,
only manifefted either the infufficiency, or the de-
gencracy of the times, in which they were propofed.

Hence the neceffity of keeping open all the
avenues to knowledge, and of allowing the freeft
fcope to human inveftigation : and where know-
ledge precedes improvement, and peaceable mea-
fures follow fteady principles, {ociety ameliorates
as it alters: men become as willing to correét
their miftakes as to difcover them, and advance
in benevolence, as they advance in wifdom. But
certainly Admiration may exceced the limits of
Juftice ™.

In conclufion too, it fhould be obferved, that
Cenfure and Punifhment alfo may exceed their juft
limits.—In the cafes of the perfons lately in=
di&ted for a confpiracy, treafon or fedition, it fhould
be recolleéted, that many of them have been pro-
nounced noT cuirTy bya Jury of their coux-
try. Juflice, therefore, requires that they at
leaflt thould receive no pecuniary injury. In this
pampbhlet, indeed, thofe convitied of fedition, whe—

=T has been frequently obferved, that the exertxons of
Prwate humanxty might ‘reach almoft every cafe of real
diftrefs: and I believe fo in a propsr conﬂxtute& ftate of '

{ociety, - ; i g
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ther juftly or unjuftly, are coupled with fuch as
have heen pronounced innocent of n(*her crimes.
—They are here, it is true, ftated merely as cafes
of diftrefs, without any reafonings; and the reader
muft make what ufe of them he thinks proper.
He muft, however, be reminded, that the bill of
rights has declared, that exceffive fines ought not
to be impofed, nor cruel and unjuft punifhments
infli€ed: that the reafonablenefs of fines too ought
to be regulated by the determination of Macna
Cuarta, one claufe of which is, that no freemen
thall be amerced for a {mall crime, but according
to the meafure of his crime, and that the amerce-
ment ﬁould be i mercy*; and that this amercement
fhould be according to the particular circumftances
of the offence and the offender. 1In the pre-
fent inftance the perfons are utterly incapable of
paying their fines ; and if they are not affifted, they
and their families muft be in danger of perifhing.

. P. S Accuracy renders it expedient to obférve, that
Thelwall’s Porrrrcar LECTURES were opened ﬁnce
P 81. of this pamphlet was printed off.

5 %S;Blgckﬁone’s Commemaries.-—,Vol,’ v, c‘hap. Dosts




